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A Service of  
Remembrance and Farewell 

For the Life of 
 

Stephanie J. Sommermeyer 
 

GATHERING 
 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Please stand. 

P Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
PSALM 23 
 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.   
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leadeth me beside the still waters.   
3 He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness  
for his name's sake.  
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil:  
for thou art with me;  
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
5 Thou preparest a table before me  
in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil;  
my cup runneth over.   
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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GATHERING HYMN    
 

‘For All the Saints’ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. . . O God of grace and glory, we remember 
before you today our sister, Stephanie. We thank you for giving 
her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage 
on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who 
mourn. Give us your aid, so we may see in death the gate to 
eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth in confi-
dence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have 
gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 

WORD 
 
Please be seated. 

FIRST READING: Revelation 21:1-7             
 

 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heav-
en and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne  
saying, 
 "See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away." 
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5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am 
making all things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of 
the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, 
and I will be their God and they will be my children. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
EULOGY              

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (repeated after the Gospel) 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th  
 Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 
going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you 
are going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 

SERMON                                       The Rev. John T. Collins 
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Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
 

‘What a Wonderous Love Is This’ 
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MEAL 
 
 

THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

P Peace be with you.   
R Peace be with you. 
All return to their place. 

P Eternal God, you gave Stephanie a new birth in Bap-
tism and entrusted her to us for a time that seems too short.  
As we thank you for the life we shared, help us now to re-
lease her to your mighty keeping.  Bring us all to that day 
when we shall stand in your presence with all your saints in 
light eternal; through  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; Who brought to light the  
living hope of a blessed resurrection, 
 

That, in our grief, we may rejoice in full assurance Of our 
change into the likeness of this glory. And so, with the Church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, We praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

LITURGY OF COMMUNION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his  
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes. 
 

C Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again.  
 Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 
P The gifts of God, for the people of God! 
C Thanks be to God! Amen! 

Christ bids you 
welcome to the 
table!  All bap-
tized Christians 
who believe in 
Christ’s true 
presence in the 
bread and wine 
are invited to 
commune.  We 
receive the bread 
from the pastor 
and then dip it in 
the wine. Those 
unable to partake 
of wheaten bread 
or wine are as-
sured that the 
Church affirms 
our Lord’s whole 
presence in, with, 
and under each 
element alone. 
We then return to 
our pew for pray-
er. Children are 
invited forward 
for a blessing. 
The ushers lead 
us to the table. 
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Please be seated. 

HYMNS SUNG DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
 

‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’ 
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Please stand. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray…  
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection. 

 
 
 
COMMENDATION 

 
The ministers take their places at the coffin. 
 

P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant, Stephanie.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a 
sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 
your own redeeming.  
 

Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest 
of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the 
saints in light. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Please stand. 

SENDING HYMN 
 

‘Lift High the Cross’ 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Stephanie J. (Monti) Sommermeyer 
 

December 13, 1953 ~ December 5, 2020 (age 66) 

Stephanie J. Sommermeyer (Monti), 66 of Leonia, NJ, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by family on Saturday December 5, 2020. Born in 
Englewood, NJ Stephanie grew-up in Fort Lee, NJ and raised her family in 
Leonia. She graduated from Montclair State with a Degree in Education and 
from the College of New Rochelle with a Master’s Degree in Early 
Childhood Education. She worked in the West New York, NJ School System 
as a Teacher for 37 years teaching home economics and pre-K. Predeceased 
by her parents Joseph and Helen (Malillo), her sister Helene Richardson and 
brother-in-law John Richardson. She is survived by her loving husband, 
John, of 43 years. Two daughters Dava Ritchea of NYC, NY and Mallory 
Sommermeyer of Leonia. A sister Terry Andretta, brother in-law Rich 
Andretta, son-in-law Derek Ritchea and a granddaughter Madelyn. 
Stephanie had an adventurous spirit and loved to travel, attend Broadway 
plays and Springsteen concerts, and meet new friends, most recently at her 
Italian Meet-up Group. Seacrest Beach has been her summer home for many 
years where she lived on the same street as each of her sisters. She valued 
family time more than anything, especially with her extended family of 
cousins, nieces and nephews. She will be remembered as a beloved teacher, 
excellent cook, caring friend and wonderful mother, grandmother and aunt. 
Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals 706 Grand Central Ave.  Lavallette, NJ 
is in charge of the arrangements.  Services will be privately held at Faith 
Lutheran Church with a virtual option for those that cannot attend in person. 
Donation may be made to the Faith Lutheran Preschool in Lavallette, NJ or 
St. Jude Children Research Hospital. 

Condolences may be sent to ww.ryanfuneralhome.com . 



 

 

Church Office 732 793-8138 
Nursery School 732 793-6972 

Email: faithlavallette@hotmail.com 
Website: www.faithlavallette.org 


