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Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

óLetting the Light shine for more than 64 Yearsô 
 

We Welcome You! 
Our Mission Statement 
(The Reason Why We Exist) 

óOur mission is to Gather the people, to Grow in faithfulness 
and service, and to Go into the world and make disciples.ô 

 

Our Vision Statement 
(What We Are Becoming) 

óOur vision is to become a growing community of believers 
committed to serving, praising,  

and honoring God in all that we do.ô 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Reverend John T. Collins, Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church 

Laura Fitzgerald, Administrative Assistant 

Lili Koblentz, Minister of Music 

Anthony Gallegos, President (Youth & Family) 

Joyce Raffo, Vice President (Worship) 

Christibeth Palombo, Education 

Carole Rockett, Treasurer (Stewardship) 

Ed Noble (Assisting Treasurer) 

Karen Voorhees(Outreach) 

Steve Hernandez, (Property)  

Megan Shoemaker, Secretary (Fellowship) 

Nora Collins, (Nursery School Director) 

 

Lemonade / Coffee Hour will be temporarily  
postponed until it is considered safe  

to host large gatherings. 
 



      Upcoming Events, News and Reminders 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
Social Distancing Guidelines: 

 
¶ One way traffic with floor markers spaced 6 feet apart 
¶ One at a time in bathroom (kindly knock before entering) 

¶ 2 offering stations 
¶ 2 hand sanitizing stations 

¶ Sharing of the Peace is done with friendly gestures  
(please no hugs or handshaking) 

 
Thank you for practicing social distancing so we can be together and stay 

safe! 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

* Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 13th on Zoom.  The 
calendar and registration form can be found on our website at 

www.faithlavallette.org or by emailing Laura in the church office at  
faithlavallette@hotmail.com.  Stay tuned for the Zoom link. 

We look forward to seeing all of our students! 
 

*  We are now accepting applications for our Fall preschool class. If 
you're interested in registering your child, please call Nora at  

732-793-6972. 
 

* Complete Care at Bey Lea Update:  We reached our goal of $1,000!  
Thank you so much for your generosity in supporting this program!  
Complete Care at Bey Lea is a nursing and rehab center located in Toms 
River.  They are currently offering free meals to local seniors in need.   

 
  
 
 
 
 



The prophet 

Jeremiah speaks of 

the incurable 

wound of his 

suffering yet finds 

in Godôs words the 

delight of his heart. 

When Peter doesnôt 

grasp Jesusô words 

about suffering, 

Jesus tells the 

disciples they will 

find their lives in 

losing them. Such 

sacrificial love is 

described by Paul 

when he urges us to 

associate with the 

lowly and not repay 

evil with evil. In 

worship we gather 

as a community 

that we might offer 

ourselves for the 

sake of our 

suffering world.  

 

13th Sunday after pentecost  

GATHERING 
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Our worship begins with the announcements. 
 

PRELUDE 
 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
and other. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
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óJoyful, Joyful We Adore Theeô 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and or-
dained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his  
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 
Please Stand. 

GATHERING HYMN 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P    The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 

A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

A Let us prayé. 

C O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the 
path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by 
his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give 
us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
Please be seated. 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:1-13 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild ani-
mal that the L  God had made. He said to the woman, 
ñDid God say, óYou shall not eat from any tree in the gar-
denô?ò 2The woman said to the serpent, ñWe may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, óYou shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.ôò 4 But the serpent said 
to the woman, ñYou will not die; 5 for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.ò 6So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her hus-
band, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
8They heard the sound of the L  God walking in the gar-
den at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the L  God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the L  God called to 
the man, and said to him, ñWhere are you?ò 10He said, ñI 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.ò 11He said, ñWho told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?ò 12The man said, ñThe 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from 
the tree, and I ate.ò 13Then the L  God said to the woman, 
ñWhat is this that you have done?ò The woman said, ñThe 
serpent tricked me, and I ate.ò 
 
A    The Word of the Lord. 
C    Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE  

SECOND READING:   Romans 12:9-21 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 

good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 

another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffer-

ing, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haugh-

ty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than  

Text: The Rev. John T. Collins, b. 1973 
Tune: Oh, Sing to the Lord Cantad al Se¶or 

Paul presents 
benchmarks for 
faithful relation-
ships with Chris-
tians and non-
Christians. Love is 
the unflagging 
standard of our 
behavior. When we 
encounter evil, we 
do not resort to its 
tactics but seek to 
overcome it with 
good. While Chris-
tians cannot con-
trol the actions and 
attitudes of others, 
we seek to live at 
peace with all peo-
ple.  
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Please stand. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th 
 Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 

Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to 

rebuke him, saying, ñGod forbid it, Lord! This must never  

you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought 

for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as 

it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for 

it is written, ñVengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.ò 20No, ñif your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 

are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this 

you will heap burning coals on their heads.ò 21Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

A    The Word of the Lord. 
C    Thanks be to God. 
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happen to you.ò 23But he turned and said to Peter, ñGet be-

hind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.ò 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, ñIf any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 

but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 

life? 

  27ñFor the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 

glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what 

has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 

coming in his kingdom.ò 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 

After Peter con-
fesses that Jesus is 
ñthe Messiah, the 
Son of the living 
Godò (16:16), Je-
sus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of 
his ministry. These 
words prove hard 
to accept, even for 
a disciple whom 
Jesus has called a 
ñrock.ò  



Page 12 

Please be seated. 

The Messageï The Rev. John T. Collins 
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Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

óOur Father, We Have Wanderedô 
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APOSTLEôS CREED 
 
A Let us confess our faith together:  
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
 Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic* Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Nicene 
Creed or the 
Apostles' Creed 
may be spoken. 
The Nicene 
Creed is  
appropriate 
during Advent, 
Christmas, 
Easter, and on 
festival days; 
the Apostles' 
Creed during 
Lent and at  
other times.  

*The word 
ócatholicô is  Greek  

meaning  
óuniversalô. 
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THE PRAYERS 


