12th Sunday after Pentecost

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
‘Letting the Light shine for more than 64 Years’
We Welcome You!
Our Mission Statement
(The Reason Why We Exist)

‘Our mission is to Gather the people, to Grow in faithfulness
and service, and to Go into the world and make disciples.’

Our Vision Statement
(What We Are Becoming)

‘Our vision is to become a growing community of believers
committed to serving, praising,
and honoring God in all that we do.’

The Reverend John T. Collins, Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church
Laura Fitzgerald, Administrative Assistant
Lili Koblentz, Minister of Music
Anthony Gallegos, President (Youth & Family)
Joyce Raffo, Vice President (Worship)
Christibeth Palombo, Education
Carole Rockett, Treasurer (Stewardship)
Ed Noble (Assisting Treasurer)
Karen Voorhees(Outreach)
Steve Hernandez, (Property)
Megan Shoemaker, Secretary (Fellowship)
Nora Collins, (Nursery School Director)

Lemonade / Coffee Hour will be temporarily
postponed until it is considered safe
to host large gatherings.
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Upcoming Events, News and Reminders
_________________________________________________________
Social Distancing Guidelines:
•
•

One way traffic with floor markers spaced 6 feet apart
One at a time in bathroom (kindly knock before entering)
• 2 offering stations
• 2 hand sanitizing stations
• Sharing of the Peace is done with friendly gestures
(please no hugs or handshaking)

Thank you for practicing social distancing so we can be together and stay
safe!
_________________________________________________________
HELP US FEED THOSE IN NEED.
PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION!

Complete Care at Bey Lea is a nursing and rehab center located in
Toms River. They are currently offering free meals to local seniors in
need. The program began on August 7th and is growing each week.
The first week 30 meals were given out, the following week 50 meals
were given out. The need continues to grow...
Faith Lutheran Church will be donating $500 towards this program
but we have a goal of $1,000! Please prayerfully consider donating
so we can reach our goal!

To Donate:
Go to our website www.faithlavallette.org
and click on the “Give” button.

In Isaiah the people
are advised to look
to their spiritual
ancestors as the
rock from which
they were hewn.
Jesus declares that
the church will be
built on the rock of
Peter’s bold
confession of faith.
God’s word of
reconciliation and
God’s mercy are
keys to the church’s
mission. Paul urges
us to not be
conformed to this
world but to offer
our bodies as a
living sacrifice,
using our
individual gifts to
build up the body
of Christ. From the
table we go forth to
offer our spiritual
worship through
word and deed.

12th Sunday after pentecost
GATHERING
Our worship begins with the announcements.

PRELUDE
Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
P
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen.
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
and other.
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P
Most merciful God,
C
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

P
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for
us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Please Stand.

GATHERING HYMN
‘Earth and All Stars!’
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
A
Let us pray….
C
O God, with all your faithful followers of every
age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that
we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
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WORD
FIRST READING:
1

Just as God had
called Abraham
and Sarah and
given them many
descendants, so
now God offers
comfort to Zion.
God’s deliverance
will come soon and
will never end.
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Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VERSE

Text: The Rev. John T. Collins, b. 1973
Tune: Oh, Sing to the Lord Cantad al Señor

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We

In response to
God’s merciful
activity, we are to
worship by living
holistic, Godpleasing lives. Our
values and viewpoints are not
molded by the time
in which we live
but are transformed by the
Spirit’s renewing
work. God’s grace
empowers different
forms of service
among Christians,
but all forms of
ministry function to
build up the body
of Christ.
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have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver,
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P

C
13
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th
Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord!

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are

you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

At a climactic point
in Jesus’ ministry,
God reveals to
Peter that Jesus is
“the Messiah, the
Son of the living
God,” and Jesus
responds with the
promise of a
church that will
overcome the very
gates of Hades.
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Please be seated.

The Message– The Rev. John T. Collins
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Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’
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APOSTLE’S CREED
A
C

The Nicene
Creed or the
Apostles' Creed
may be spoken.
The Nicene
Creed is
appropriate
during Advent,
Christmas,
Easter, and on
festival days;
the Apostles'
Creed during
Lent and at
other times.

*The word
‘catholic’ is Greek
meaning
‘universal’.
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Let us confess our faith together:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence is kept
A
For those who have run the race and found peace in your Eternal
embrace. We especially lift up and remember Steve & Faye Oravetz bring your loving comfort to family and friends and to all those who
call upon you. Lord, in your mercy.
C

Hear our prayer.

A
For the Church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the
Gospel of Christ and serve as a beacon of hope to a suffering world. We
pray for Elisabeth A. Eaton, the Presiding Bishop, for Tracey Bartholomew, our synodical bishop, for our pastor, the Rev. John T. Collins, and
for all who minister in your name. Lord, in your mercy,
C

Hear our prayer.

A
For the nations and all who govern, for advocates, for our community, and for our elected officials: President Donald Trump, Governor Phil Murphy, and our mayor – Walter LaCicero. Grant them wisdom to lead for the greater good of all. Lord, in your mercy,
C

Hear our prayer.

A
For all affected by the coronavirus around the world – those who
are sick, for healthcare workers and those on the front lines of providing
care, for those in medical research seeking to find a vaccine, for those
on our prayer list, those grieving the loss of loved ones, for those in
Lebanon and wherever there is suffering, and for all those who call out
for mercy and justice throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
C

The bulletins
for the month
of
AUGUST
are
dedicated in
memory of
Steve & Faye
Oravetz.
Given
by
The Barna
Family
*please contact
the church office if
you would like to
dedicate a bulletin
in memory or in
honor of a loved
one.

Hear our prayer.

A
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.
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MEAL
THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

P
R

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

All return to their place. The service continues with the Offering.

Please be seated.

RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP

Ushers will pass attendance pads to each pew, please register your attendance.

OFFERING
Please stand.

OFFERTORY

As the gifts are presented, the appointed Offertory may be sung by the congregation.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Merciful Father,
C
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have
first given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P

It is indeed right and salutary . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to the day or season, concluding:)
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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LITURGY OF COMMUNION
P In the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Together we lift only the bread as we hear the words: “The Body of Christ, the
Bread of Heaven”. We respond with, “Amen” and then commune together. A moment of silence may follow.
fdasf

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Together we lift up our cups as we hear the words, “The Blood of Christ, the cup of
salvation”. We respond with, “Amen” and commune together.

P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this
cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

P
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God through His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen!
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Please be seated.

HYMNS SUNG DURING THE DISTRIBUTION
‘Let Us Break Bread Together’
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Please stand.

P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

SENDING

May the Lord,
mighty God, bless
and keep you forever.
Grant you peace,
perfect peace,
courage in every endeavor.
Lift up your eyes
and see His face.
Feel His grace
surround you.
May the Lord,
mighty God,
Bless and keep you
forever.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us Pray….
C
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from
heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we
who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood
may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with
the power of this endless life, now and forever.
Amen.
Silence for reflection.
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Please stand.

SENDING HYMN
‘Lead Me, Guide Me’
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DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Today’s Worship Leaders
Presiding Minister
Minister of Music
Assisting Minister
Usher
Greeter
Lector
Cantors
Altar Guild

The Rev. John T. Collins
Lili Koblentz
Steve Hernandez
Sally McCallen
Joyce Raffo
Carole Rockett
Steve Hernandez, Lisa Gallegos & Erin Siegfried
Joyce Raffo, Tom D’Elia, & Karen Voorhees

The Communion Wine has been graciously donated by Sam and Louise Hammer.
(Owners of the Crab’s Claw Restaurant in Lavallette).
Our beautiful entryway planters have been given in memory of
Clare Marchesani and Mary Lou Marcucci.
May God bless their memory and their loved ones.

The bulletins for the month of August
are dedicated memory of Steve & Faye Oravetz.
Given by The Barna Family.

May the spirit of our loved ones be alive in Christ and in our memories.

Prayer List
In hope and anticipation, we pray for the whole church, our life in ministry, and
those in need, including:
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of:
Greg Parmele, Martin Fix, Jr., William Siegfried’s grandfather; Lois Anne Hawkins, Anne Arsenault’s mother; Helen Frech; Gladys Mertens, mom of Joyce Raffo; Karl Dieckmann; Louis
Gray; Thomas O’Reilly, friend of John Mancuso; Elsbeth Willenbrock; April Zanfino, friend of
Joyce Raffo; Ed Kirschbaum, Joyce Raffo’s brother; Doug Clinton, Cheri Jackob’s brother-in-law;
Jackie Thomas, mom of Robin Molitires; Thomas McGrath, friend of Gabrielle Tumminello; Christopher Whalen, friends and family of John & Joanne Mancuso; Robert Strochak, friend of Kathleen
Ureneck; Joe Damiaro, cousin of Laura Gebers; Audrey Garabics; Rosalie Barrow Callahan, Peggy Brill’s surrogate mother; Greg Forca & Lisa Lally, niece and nephew of Joanne Mancuso; Freddy
Schumacher; Louise Hammer; Barbara Lord; Todd Madsen; Fred Elsasser; Ed Frech; Doug
Stratton; Charles Schlosser; Nancy Brennan; Barbara Borden; Sue Boyers; Lynn Kaylor; Dan
Clayton; Pamela Celentano; Howard McCallen
Prayer for life challenges:
Rachel Gombos & children Kiona & Joey, sister, niece and nephew of Gabrielle Tumminello, for
stability and peace; Debra Lewis & family to find peace as they struggle with life challenges; Betty
Kiyler and Briana Travis
Prayer for health and safety:
Craig Ruiz, nephew of Joyce Raffo, as he is deployed; Garrett Willis, great nephew of Pat & Steve
Hernandez, as he is serving in the US Army; Lauren Lockard, daughter of Larry & JoAnn Juralewicz
Prayers of health and healing:
Judy Fine Edelstein, friend of Nora Collins; John Favro, friend of Barbara Brown’s son; Gary Arva,
friend of Ed Noble; Penny & Fred Hahn; Amy Daniels, Erin Siegfried’s cousin; Harold Manson,
Ethan Smith, Gail Coleman, friend of Ed & Karen Noble, Christopher Baccash, friend of Louise
deFonteny; Peggy Ricciardelli, friend of Michelle Smith, Jason Bedell, Paul Fiore, Anne Arsenault’s
brother-in-law; Rex, friend of Kathy & Sam Calello; Veronica Lopez Phillips, friend of Pat Hernandez; Scott Meredith; Emily Melillo, daughter of Rocco Melillo; Susan, friend of Marissa, for good
health and comfort; Penny Hahn; Steve Woldar, friend of Ed Noble; Howard Martin, Louis Gray,
Joanne Mancuso’s son; J.P. Morris, grandson of Pat Hernandez’s friend; Karla Thompson, Lorraine
Kerney’s aunt; Charlotte Tildsley, friend of Barbara Brown; Joyce Diestler, sister of Eleanor Einfinger; Lauren Hester, friend of Val & Tom Perezluha; Joseph Heisler, family friend of Justine Fricchione and Geoff Hunyk; Linda Tassone, cousin of Louise deFonteny; Marilyn, family friend of Ed
& Karen Noble; Edward Shaffery, friend of John & Joanne Mancuso; Louise Parenti, friend of Pat
Hernandez; Kim Cavalier, daughter of Bill & Bev Matheus; Mathew Vieira, grandson of Bill & Bev
Matheus; Joan Harmon, friend of Cheri Jackob, as she battles breast cancer; Jenny Tumminello,
Gabrielle Tumminello’s sister for healing of body and spirit; Rebecca & Rachel, sisters of Gabrielle
Tumminello, for freedom from the bondage of negativity and depression; Ginnie Carbone, friend of
Pat Hernandez; Brother of Debra Lewis, to find God as he battles cancer, Chris Winters, Alex Winters father, for health and happiness; Louis Phillips, Michael Phillips father; Gavin; Helen Frech,
friend of Lorraine Kerney; Susan Cetkowski, friend of Karen & Ed Noble; Amanda Ross, friend of
Justine Fricchione, for good health and strength as she battles breast cancer; Gordon Connelly; Richard Bernstein, family of Mark and Nancy Fertakos; Barbara; Nicole Salzano, friend of MaryAnn
LaGuardia; Alexis Mistretta and children Maricella & Giovanni, daughter and grandchildren of
Gabriella Tumminello; Mark Landers; Bill Zitter, friend of Louise de Fonteny; Lucky Meadows;
Kevin Norton, relative of Louise deFonteny; James Urcinole, Betty Urcinloe’s grandson; Jill

Cianciotta, Marge Gardner’s daughter; Marie Greber, Vic Lido’s sister; Judy Martis, friend of Linda Lido
& Sue Falls; Danny Taylor; Barbara Guenther; Bob MacDonald; Steve de Fonteny, Louise de Fontey’s
brother-in-law; Johnny Glass, Tracey Reina’s father; Amy, Bill’s sister; Tara & Matt Measso, John &
JoAnne Mancuso’s daughter & son-in-law; Marie Cella; Cheri Jackob; Eve & Jim Phelps; Lorraine
Kerney; Betty Urcinole; Audrey Garabics; Suzanne McClintock, Louise deFonteny’s sister-in-law; Michael Jarosinski, brother-in-law of Elaine & Pete Schardien; Bob Decker, son-in-law of Carol Clayton;
Elizabeth, cousin of Annie
Prayers for successful surgery and recovery:
Dick Pierson, as he recovers from back surgery; Jody Hoffman, Heidi Magno’s sister;; Joyce Schumacher
Prayers of peace:
Lauren & Chris Kaylor
Prayers for God’s Presence and care:
Mary Jane Quin; The Osbourne Family
Prayers of Thanksgiving:
Gabrielle Tumminello
Prayers of Inspiration for our college students:
Nicole August; Samantha August; Landon Zagacki; Brielle Zagacki; Brianna Molitores; Victoria
Winters; Alex Winters; Camryn LaGuardia; Julia Molitores, Marissa Molitores, Ashley Johnson, Adam Dubicki, Chris Magno, Rebecca Magno, Paul Arsenault, Page Biundo, Brianna LaGuardia, Juliet
Taylor, Danny Taylor, Elizabeth Winters, Isabella Young & Keely Young.
Prayer of strength:
Jayme Perezluha, Val Perezluha’s daughter, as she prepares for motherhood in April; Margaret Akinniyi,
friend of Sue Nelson; Nina Clinton, Cheri Jackob’s sister, as she deals with the death of her husband, Doug;
Barbara Schneider, friend of Sue Oksen-Pereira; Lisa Blum, friend of JoAnne & John Mancuso, for family
of Bruce Blum in memory of Lisa Blum; Ellen Fertakos, daughter-in-law of Mark and Nancy Fertakos; The
Madsen Family, Phillip House, friends and relative of Walt & Tami Kosenski; Greg Flynn, Suzanne
Flynn’s son; May Vazquez, friend of Michelle Smith; Laurie Landers, Sister-in-law of Dana Magno; Jody
Schantzenbach; The Lally Family; The Family of Rev. Stanley Edward Decamp, Janet Kierys; Patricia
Willenbrock; Rana Ross; Betty Kiyler; William Jack Thatcher; Joseph Garglade; Bill, Tess LaSala;
Joni Pasenchuck; William Gillard; Donna Carlson; Pat Fleming, Carol Clayton’s sister; Tony Slack;
Danielle Mulligan, friend of Michelle Smith; Andrea Paris, friends of Barbara & John Borden; Filomena
‘Bunny’ Irons; Wally Howlett, John Mack; Emily Golubowski; Ron Florio, Joann Goncalves, Carol
Clayton’s close friend; Joshua; Jake; Ethel Thomas; Gordon C. Gladden; Elizabeth Boyton, Carol Clayton’s cousin; Matthew Hensler, Renate Hensler; James Urcinole, son of Betty Urcinole; Larisa
Yanovskaya

Please hold these people in your prayers during your own devotions this week.
*Prayer cards can be found in each pew. Please be sure to update us as your prayer needs change.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to those whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters, in the United States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those
in need.
Through your generous gifts we have the staying power to be there as long as needed.
Thanks to you, Lutheran Disaster Response is in it for the long haul.
A donation to "U.S. tornadoes" will be used entirely (100%) to assist those affected by
tornadoes until the response is complete. You may give through your congregation or
send your check directly to: Lutheran Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury Center,
Chicago, IL 60694-9300. If you would like to give to a specific disaster, U.S. or International, please do so in your check’s memo line.

How We Did Financially in July 2020:
Income*
Average Weekly Income
Average Weekly Income

Actual
162,084
$5,403/wk
$15,004

Needed for Budget
$132,983**
$4,433/wk

Difference
+$29,101
+$970

* This does not include the Frank Brower Bequest of $100,000 that was placed in a 4
year MIF CD or our SBA PPP Loan of $36,452.
**Actual expense includes the Nursery School Payroll for May & June.
Over & Above Giving of $70,534 and the SBA PPP Loan for our payroll & Nursery
School payroll & utilities for May & June has provided a positive balance in our
Mission Plan through July 2020.

Welcome Visitors
We’re Glad you are Here! Please help us connect with you - fill out an
info card and put it in the offering. We would love to hear your story and
share ours. Be sure to wear the yellow cross applique so our members can
welcome you! Questions about our church? Please feel free to reach out to the church
office at 732-793-8138. Visit us at www.faithlavallette.org
Altar Flowers lend beauty to our worship experience and are a loving
way to honor or mark a special occasion.
Please contact the church office at (732) 793-8138 or via email at
faithlvallette@hotmail.com.

Faith Lutheran’s Food Pantry

SPREAD
the Word!!

Helping others is sweet!!
Our food pantry is open every Tuesday from 4-5 pm and is open to anyone in need.
Monetary and non-perishable food donations are always welcome and appreciated.
Please contact Louise de Fonteny at 267-980-4236 with any questions.

First Things First is a Ministry of Faith Lutheran
Church. Our vision is a world where all of God’s children are
cared for, nourished, and have hope. Our mission is to help clothe,
aid in improving quality of life, and relieve hunger for children and
families in our community - all of which are of primary importance
in nurturing healthy children.
We are looking for families or single parents with children
A ‘First Things First’
Family
between the ages of 0-5 that are in need of diapers, formula,
clothing, strollers, car seats, etc.. If you or someone you know
could use our assistance please contact Louise de Fonteny at 267-980-4326.
Please continue to spread the word of this Ministry to help provide for those in need!

OUR LENTEN COIN BOXES
FEED THE WORLD
Our Stewardship Commitment
to the hungry of this world
$931.00 has been raised so far for the
ELCA World Hunger Fund by your
donations through your Lenten Coin Jars.
You may still return your Lenten Coin
Jars to the Basket marked Lenten Coin Jar in
the Narthex. Thank you for your generous
contributions to the ELCA World Hunger
Campaign.

A special blessing upon our
Eucharistic Ministers:
Barbara Brown, Donna Koch,
Susan Moore & Kathleen
Matheus-Ureneck.
May the Lord be with them as they bring
God’s love to His people who are sick or
alone.

Dear Faith Lutheran Church,
This is just a short note to thank
you for the offering gift of $10,000 designated
to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. The fund
is designated for discretionary use in our ministry to rostered leaders and their families.
Please be assured that we will be good stewards of this gift.

Your sister in Christ,
The Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew, Bishop

A Look At
The Week Ahead:

Monday
Psalm 8
Exodus 1:1-7
Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday
Psalm 8
Exodus 2:11-15a
Romans 11:33-36
Wednesday
Psalm 8
Exodus 2:15b-22
Matthew 26:6-13
Thursday
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26,
45b
Exodus 2:23-24
Ephesians 5:1-6

Friday
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26,
45b
Exodus 3:16-22
2 Thessalonians 2:712
Saturday
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26,
45b
Exodus 4:1-9
Matthew 8:14-17
Sunday
13th Sunday after
Pentecost

Dear Donors,
We gratefully acknowledge your kind support of
our program. Your contribution of 1,000 + US
stamps will help cheer a hospitalized or outpatient Veterans. We thank you on behalf of
those who will benefit from your generosity, and
for your support of our Veterans.
Sincerely,
Stamps for the Wounded

To Our Dear Faith Family,
Thank you so very much for your generous gift to Interfaith Rise. We are
all experiencing a very difficult time
right now. Several of our refugee
families have been laid off and are not
eligible for any assistance; so this donation is much needed. We thank you
for continuing to be a light in this dark
time.
God Bless you all!
John and Terri Fischer

STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED
This program helps men and women, both inpatients and outpatients at the Department of Veteran Affairs
hospitals and rehabilitation facilities across the country STAMP out Idleness and it’s deadly allies:
boredom, loneliness, frustration, futility and despair.
All they ask is that when you receive your mail, and during this busy time year when you get quite a bit, you
cut the stamp off of the envelope, be sure to leave at least 1/4 inch border around it.
There is a canister available in the church office.

Any questions, please contact Judy Ward at 732-375-6059 or email her at: justjudy230@gmail.com

DO YOU BANK ONLINE?
Did you know that you could use Bill Pay for your Giving to Faith? It’s easy as 1, 2, 3.
Just go to Manage My Bills, then to Add a Bill, type in
Faith Lutheran Church, our address: 1801 Grand Central Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735
and our telephone number 732-793-8138.
Then there will be options as to how much you wish to give and how regularly.
Make your choices and then you are all set!
You won’t have to worry about finding you envelopes, what to do when your away and
Faith will not have the expense of the envelopes and will be assured of a consistent income.
If you have any questions just call Carole Rockett at 732-830-1582 or
Laura Fitzgerald at the church office 732-793-8138.
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What do We Believe
Lutherans in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
are Christians who trust Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
We share a common faith with other Christians who affirm the Bible as sacred Scripture and
accept the ancient creeds as accurate summaries of our faith.
Lutherans are unique only in our history and emphasis on salvation through faith alone.
God
We believe in the Triune God - God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. We
acknowledge one God in these three persons.
We believe that God the Father is the Creator of
all that exists, and that God continues to be active in the lives of people today. God is passionate about His creation, loves it deeply, and desires that our lives be filled with love and joy.
Sin
We believe that human beings are born with an
inner rebellion against God's authority, and that
rebellion separates us from God. Sin is the name
that Scripture gives this rebellion. We are powerless to bridge the gap between ourselves and
God. Unless this gap is healed, we live and die
apart from God.
Jesus Christ
We believe that while God has revealed Himself
in many ways throughout history, He is most fully known in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, born of a
virgin, is fully God and fully human. The most
important event in Christian history is the death
and resurrection of Jesus. On the cross God
makes Himself present, hidden in weakness, vulnerability and suffering. In the cross we learn that
we do not need to find God by being good or holy. Instead God finds us in our
darkness, pain, emptiness and weakness.
By God's grace we learn to see the cross as God
reaching out to us. And in Jesus' resurrection, we
see God's power to liberate us from sin and death.
By our faith in Jesus' sacrifice, our sin is forgiven
and we are made right with God, freed to be all
that God created us to be.
The Church
We believe that the Church is the people of God,
called to live by faith as witnesses of God's love
and redeeming work in the world.

The Bible
We believe that the Bible is the living Word of
God. It is the primary means by which God's
Spirit enters our lives, calling us to repentance
and faith. When we hear God's Word, God breaks
into our lives shattering old ways and creating
new life, new values and new commitment. Lutherans do not tend to understand the Bible literally, nor do we worship the Bible. Instead, we
seek to leave ourselves open to the work of God's
Spirit through the words of the Bible.
Baptism
We believe that God has chosen to work through
the water of baptism. When water and God's
Word come together and touch the life of a child
or adult, we are born again, incorporated into
Christ, into his body, the Church. By grace, we
receive God's forgiveness through baptism, and
are given the gift of God's Holy Spirit. In baptism, especially infant baptism, we affirm that
God chooses us - we did not choose God. Our
baptism reminds us that our status with God never depends upon how we feel, whether we have
the "right" religious experience, or our success or
failures. Baptism reminds us that God loves us as
we are, but refuses to leave us that way.
Holy Communion
We believe that God reaches out to us through
the celebration of his supper, Holy Communion.
By eating the bread and wine by faith, we give
flesh to the Christ who continues to work in us
and in the world. In Holy Communion we are
reminded of Christ's loving sacrifice, reminded
that God is, with us daily in ordinary experience,
and reminded that a great feast of victory awaits
the faithful when Christ comes again.
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